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Region 5 Message
 

z Municipalities can take easy steps toward 
preventing Brownfields by being proactive. 

z By helping companies in your community, it 
is possible to identify potential problems 
and intervene before sites develop into 
Brownfields. 

z Prevention partners activities lead to project 
benefits. 
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Steps Local Governments can 
consider: 

z Incorporate Brownfields Prevention into 
inspections; 

z Incorporate Brownfields Prevention into 
your assessment of properties; 

z Consider using ordinances; 
z Work with your State agency; and 
z Incorporate Brownfields Prevention in 

your Comprehensive Plan 
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Desired Results
 

•	 Local governments will be exposed to 
ideas that can be used to help 
manufactures and commercial 
enterprises leave a cleaner footprint on 
their cities, counties and villages. 

•	 This can be accomplished by building 
on lessons learned from peers 
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Region 5 Challenge 

zEmbrace this initiative 
zAdd to the dialogue 
zBecome a partner 
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Speakers
 

z Reggie Greenwood, Director, Economic  
Development, South Suburban Mayors and 
Managers Association, Illinois 

z David Chandler, Senior Business Analyst, 
Center for Neighborhood Technology, Illinois 
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Market-Oriented Brownfields 
Prevention 

“Working Ourselves Out of a Job” 
Brownfields 2008 Conference 
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Chicago’s South Suburbs 

• 44 suburbs 
in southern 
metropolita 
n Chicago 

• Older 
industrial 
suburbs: 
1,000s of 
brownfield 
acres 

Chicago 

© Copyright Center for Neighborhood 
Technology 8
 



  

8/18/2008
 

9 

Assets for Redevelopment 
• 187 sites with 

>20 acres of 
developable 
land 

• Enhanced by 
freight 
infrastructure, 
workforce, 
established 
industry 
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Model Brownfield Prevention Ordinance 

• All facilities dealing with hazardous 

materials or reprocessing 

construction/demolition materials
 

• Required to submit a pollution prevention 
plan and pay a brownfield prevention fee, 
or pay larger fees and not submit a plan in 
some cases 

• Required to have adequate pollution 

insurance
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Model Ordinance Implementation 

Ordinance has not been adopted by any 

municipalities 

• Additional disincentive to investment 

• Administrative task for strapped 
municipalities 

• Need for larger applicable jurisdiction 
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Elements of an Effective Program 

• Frame in the popular context of 
sustainable\‘green’ development 

• Link prevention to development & 
management standards 

• Begin compliance in the approval process 

• Offer incentives to participate in state & 
local programs 

• Plan to sustain prevention practices 
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Build on the ‘Green’ Movement 

• Green is “here to stay” 

• “Large industrial users ‘demand green’ 
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Calumet River Corridor 
Green River Pattern Book 

• Develop a Pattern Book to shape future 
development along the Calumet River 
Corridor. 

• Illustrate example applications that highlight 
different pattern book techniques 
– Mixed Use Downtown 

– Industrial / River 

– Commercial 

– Residential 

– Recreation / Open Space 
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Calumet River Corridor 
Green River Pattern Book 

• The development should 
follow sustainable best 
practices and should 
focus on: 
– Urban Planning and Design 


Principals
 

– Environmental Design 

– Alternative Energy 

– Development Techniques for 

Brownfield Sites
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Calumet River Corridor 
Green River Pattern Book 

Location efficiency evaluation in site 
selection 
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Environmental Design 
Calumet River Corridor Green River Pattern Book 

• Permeable Paving 

• High Albedo Paving 

• Green Roof 

• Native Landscaping 

• Dark Sky Lighting 

• Bio Swale  

• Irrigation Efficiency 

• River Edge Buffers 
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Begin Compliance in the Approval Process 

• Provide 
Green River 
Handbook 
with 
entitlement 
process 
package 

• Offer 
consulting on 
sustainable 
development 
with project 
review 

Municipal Entitlement Process 

Application & Design 
Standards Received 

Application & Plans 
Submitted 

Planning Department 
Review 

Environmental 
Consultation 

Secure Any 
Necessary State 

Permits 

Approved With 
Sustainable Design & 

Management 
Commitments 

Planning Commission 
Review 
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Environmental Consultation Team 

• SSMMA (as liaison) 

• Illinois EPA, Office of Pollution Prevention 
(P2) 

• Illinois Waste Material Recycling Center 
(IL WMRC) 

• Energy Utility Consultants 
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Local Incentives for Handbook Compliance 

• Streamlined approval process 

• Savings through technical assistance 

• Access to special funds  
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• Tax benefits 

© Copyright Center for Neighborhood 
Technology 27 



  

8/18/2008
 

Sustain Prevention Practices 

Periodic monitoring visits linked to: 

• Ongoing technical assistance 

• New incentive programs 

• Industrial retention programs 
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• Renewal of tax benefits  
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Ford Supplier Park, Chicago 

Almost a model 
for market-
driven 
sustainable 
redevelopment 
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After viewing the links to additional resources, 
please complete our online feedback form. 

Thank You 

Links to Additional Resources 

Feedback Form 

Thank You 
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